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Quick Overview of WHY?

Previous 2003 survey results

54% interest from the public in knowing more
about water quality

Public is un-aware of their part in contributing
and protecting water quality
31% know what NPS is.

We just needed one more thing to occupy our
time with because it was a slow year!!!!




Survey Response #1

Do you think that the water quality of our river and

streams is;
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Survey Response #2

You get most of your information about local water
quality from:
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Survey Response #3

Do you feel that water quality today is
better or worse than water quality
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Historical Note on
Water Quality

RN ot e 19 700s: ~bhacteri.a -l el
of the time.

A In 2002, bacteria levels exceeded 200 cfu for
recreational use 18% of the time. e

A As previously mentionied, in 1959 Wichita was s« s~
..\wanting to lower bacterial levels below 20,000 cfu g = S
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Historical Notes on

Water Quality

(cont.)

BRESUSERT S Cclo mmuin it tise st at -t he Cit y 0 Srisuuum
1970s were dominated by carp and filamentous algae with
mattes of biological growth floating downstream.

A Currenty we average about 30 species of fish collected at thes
effluent In the last three years. s




Historical Notes on

Water Quality

(cont.)

A Fish communities in the Arkansas River in the 1970s had
several fish on a ASpecies in Nee(
included the Emerald Shiner & Killifish).

Where |t IS found, displacing the Red Shinerthat historigakly =
could dominate a community by 80% or more.




Survey Response #4

Would you read newspaper articles or listen to
news stories if positive information was
presented?
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Survey Response #5

How hard should the government work on water

quality problems?
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Survey Response #6

Who should be paying for government work?
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Survey Response #/

Even if it cost more, would you be OK with local
government finding and using new research tools to
solve pollution problems?
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Explanation: Survey
Response # /

A Willing to pay a little extra

U In two independent surveys conducted a year apart, those
surveyed indicated that the public would be willing to pay a
little extra to clean up and maintain good water conditions.

U Along with this information, both surveys indicated that
more information in the form of education needs to be more
readily available to both adults and children.

U One of the weakest areas of environmental information
exchange is current accurate explanations




Q42: | would pay higher taxes to
protect Kansas residents from health
problems caused by environmental

threats 1.

1: strongly disagree

2: somewhat disagree

3: agree somewhat

4: strongly agree
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62% agree

1Source: Kansas Natural Resource Council




